The Association for Native American Sacred Trees and
places is a nonprofit organization with the mission to
inspire discovery, acknowledgment and conservation of
Native American sacred places and culturally modified
trees.

President’s Letter
Greetings!

Dr. James Jefferson, President


NASTaP made progress on some
important strategic goals during
2021, in its fourth full year of
existence as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization. Despite the
pandemic, we took action on
crucial initiatives in our mission to
preserve and protect Native
American sacred trees and places:

To help restore, conserve and protect places of special
significance to indigenous people
In 2021, we visited sites such as Aztec Ruins and Bandelier
Monument in New Mexico, Bear’s Lodge (Devil’s Tower) and
Medicine Wheel in Wyoming, Black Forest and Fox Run in Colorado
and parts of the Trail of Tears and the Santa Fe Trail to practice and
to promote good stewardship of Native American culturally modified
trees (CMTs), sacred places, earth, waters and skies.



To hold yearly conferences
To inform and educate the public, particularly indigenous youth, we
held our annual conference online and a meeting at our headquarters
in Bailey, Colorado, with speakers, gatherings, rituals, and tours of the
local CMTs and sacred places.



Building organizational infrastructure
We worked to build up our board of directors, Advisory Council and
network of many members, volunteers and partners. We have also
gathered and exchanged information with the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal
Coalition and our counterparts in the neighboring Tribes and bands.

These were complex, difficult initiatives which will require the
participation of many diverse peoples, Tribes and bands. The members
and friends of NASTaP have risen to the challenge to seek out these
sacred artifacts, do the research necessary to identify them and
determine what is needed to protect them. Even with all that has been
accomplished, I cannot guarantee our success because negative forces
are strong. These forces—climate change with its catastrophic weather
events, environmental degradation, extractive industries, social unrest—
tend to overwhelm the attention of the public and push the voices of
ancestral peoples to the background.
Continued . . .
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President’s Letter continued
Still, there are signs of change that give me hope. On our trip to Wyoming, we were able to meet with Park Service leaders to make the
case for changing the name of Devil’s Tower, a sacred place to many
Tribes, to Bear’s Lodge. We also visited Medicine Wheel and mapped
the trajectory and meaning of its 28 spokes.
We have made strides in beginning academic research and cataloguing of the sacred trees around our headquarters at Glen Isle in Bailey,
Colorado. Legislation has been passed in Colorado to investigate former Indian schools at Hesperus and Grand Junction. There are signs
that people are inquiring about history not just of the Colonial period
but earlier when this continent was the home of many diverse peoples.
If this mission speaks to you, I invite you to find out more about
NASTaP and consider becoming a member and supporter. Benefits
of membership are many: discounts and early notice of events and
trips to visit sacred places as well as the annual conference, several
walks to visit CMTs each year, a newsletter and communication about
topics of interest, interaction with tribal youth and elders, and the invitation to gain a deep understanding of diverse cultures and peoples,
the interplay of Western and Indian science and a truer picture of
North American history.

We seek to recognize the sovereignty of the Native American people
and bring respect and honor to our ancestors, our elders and our sacred trees and places. You are welcome to join us.
In gratitude,

“I belonged to a
garden club that
invited John Anderson,
one of the founders of
NASTaP, to speak
about the special trees.
He was very generous
to pay a visit to my
proper ty, where he
found some trees that
bore all the hallmarks
of cultural
modification.
Later, he brought Dr.
Jefferson and Don
Wells, who contributed
their perspectives.
Now that I have this
information, it is my
intention to preser ve
and protect this place
for future generations.”

James Jefferson, Ph.D.
President, Association for Native American
Sacred Trees and Places, NASTaP

We are grateful to Dobyns Patterson Learning for the contribution of design services.

Financial Discussion

ASSOCIATION FOR NATIVE AMERICAN
SACRED TREES AND PLACES
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
As of December 31, 2021
ASSETS
Citywide Bank Checking Account
Restricted Donations - Youth Conference
PayPal Account
Restricted Donations - Youth Conference
Stripe Account
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES
NET ASSETS
Current Year Net Income
Citywide Bank Account Beginning of the
PayPal Account Beginning of the Year

$6,138.39
$458.71
$24.01
$50.00

$$6,162.40
$-

$972.87

TOTAL NET ASSETS

$4,936.75
$252.78
.
$6,162.40

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

$6,162.40

NASTaP is a young and
growing organization. The
largest source of our income
is membership dues.
Donations represent nearly
as much as dues; our
members and friends are
very generous.
Miscellaneous income of
more than $1,400 came
from event registrations, a
silent auction, proceeds from
donated writings and the
Amazon Smile program.
NASTaP did not receive
income from grants,
foundations or government
programs in 2021.

Thanks to the generosity of
our volunteers, NASTaP had
very few expenses in 2021.
We offered several guided
walks and a tour through
three states that didn’t
generate any expense.
There were no board or
officer expenses, bank
service fees or business
software fees. NASTaP
carries no liabilities.
NASTaP’s greatest expense
during the year was slightly
over $3,900 for our web site
redesign and Internet fees.
Our new web site can be
viewed at https://
www.nastap.org/.

Who We Are
NASTaP focuses on cultural revitalization, the gathering and sharing of knowledge about
history, languages, traditions, customs and inherent values of Native American Indian
cultures. This includes rediscovering, acknowledging and preserving sacred places and
culturally modified trees. The aim is to build respectful relationships among Native and non
-Native peoples with strong emphasis on supporting Native American youth in their cultural
revitalization and preservation. We strive to spread mindful awareness and are inclusive of
all cultures in our membership.

Our Mission
To inspire discovery, acknowledgment and conservation of Native American sacred places and culturally
modified trees and places.

We Envision:
Widespread awareness, respect, understanding and appreciation of Native American sacred trees and
places.

Membership Privileges and Benefits
Tour, seminar and conference discounts
 Membership forums
 Newsletters and publications
 Early notifications for tours, hikes, seminars and conference
 Opportunity to work with Native American and non-Native scientists, foresters and mentors
 Participate in preserving Native American History and sacred treasures
NASTaP offers a range of memberships to fit any budget from $25 for a yearly student/associate to $2,500
for a household lifetime membership. The term begins when you submit your membership application and
payment. See our website for details and to sign up. For more information or to contact NASTaP, go to
https://www.nastap.org/


Get Involved
If you’re interested in learning more about Native American history and culture, NASTaP is here for you as
we share discoveries long known and help discover new findings. We invite you to join with us as we seek
our own enlightenment and the enrichment of generations to come in these ways and more:
 Exploration and discovery
 Educational presentations
 Consultation with experts and other learners
 Native American and non-native natural science learning opportunities
 Identification and documentation
 Tours, outings, and trips
 Conferences and seminars
 Publications
 Training and mentorship for tribal youth
 Program and tour leader training
 Assistance to public and private landowners in protecting and preserving Native American sacred trees
and places

NASTaP
P. O. Box 484
Larkspur, CO 80118

